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Melissa Warren places tags on her }Ituciomly‘&osr- T-sh irts at her bome in Wilmington. Warren quit her job as a technical writer for
Louisiana Pacific [ast June to concentrate on ber company. Pholos by Matt Born
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At a shopping mall inNashville,
Tenn, a few years ago, Melissa
Warren noticed a little girl wear-
inga T-shirt with the words “high
maintenance™ on the front.

“It just infuristed me a Bttle bit.
Does she even know what that
means?” asked Warren, a Wilm-
ington resident who was eventu-
ally inspired by the encounter to
create her own line of T-shirts
with what she hopes are more
positive messages for women and
B"c-'-‘

ehirts are adorned with
ctorian-inspired images
nate bird cage, its doar
with the .mr'_! *Free™wri-
nin cursive; a pairof oldfash-
ipned women's boots with buttons
ard the words“An 0ld Soul™ and
s¢ales balanced equally
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An example of ope of the many T-shir:detl;ns rmm \!elhu
Yours brand.

Warren's

companied by the word “Trail-
blazer”™

“You can still be feminine. You
can-still be a lady. Bat-you can
also be powerful and confident
Yarren said, explaining some of
the philpsophy behind her Meli-

ciously Yours brand of designer ir
T-shirts.

Warren, who has a bacheior's
da :n
L1 e-s:n of North Cltmi.na Wim-
ington; moved to the Port.C \....
from Durham 14 vears ago an
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worked as a technical writer for
Louisiana Pacific, an engineered-
wood product company. For more
than four years, she was respon-
sible for the marketing of :he
company’s produocts in Nashvil

and commuted to Tennessee :-\:-r:
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Hr hus'-:a:..i. software desi
and musician Bill Warren, was
very supportive, she said
*It was just something that [
was playing with as 2 bobby and
myv husband was like, “You reallv
need to do this,"™ Warren said of
T-shirt design.
Hermo.? the word “Melicious™
thke name of the brand is ex-
P a..:z:de." Warren's website: “Me-
Xname given to
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name, Melissa, and the word
delicious. When I was look-
ing for a name for my brand
of trendy T-shirts, I decided
to use this term of endear-
ment and define it to apply to
all women: Me-lic-lous = me
+ delicious; a wonderfully
made, heautlful unique
woman.”

The T-shirts are available
online at www.melicious-
tees.com; at Ziabird, a store
in the Lumina Station shop-
ping center near Wrights-
ville Beach; and at stores in
Durham and Kill Devil
Hills.

“We like to carry small
label designers at Ziabird,"
said Lynn Manock, store

owner. “We focus on it, We
specialize in it, We like the"

brand, and it seemed like a
natural fit for us and a little
bit of a departure from our
normal jewelry lines.”
After sketching out rough
concepts for the shirts, War-
ren works with three profes-
sional designers to come up
with the final images. Meli-
ciously Yours T-shirts are
manufactured by Next Lev-
el Apparel, with the fabric
made in the United States
and sent overseas to be as-
sembled. Her latest designs
cost $24 to $28, and she has
apink, toddler version of the
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To order or find out more about

Metlciousty Yours Tshirtsy = -
‘visitthe brafd's Website at ©

www.meliciousteas.com,

beauty-and-brains shirt that
gells for $18.99 on her web-
site.

To Warren, “a T-ghirt is
like a billboard” that adver-
tises the wearer’s personal-
ity, One of her most popular
products, the “Free” T-shirt
with the open bird cage, was
inspired by art of the Victo-
rian era that included young
girls and locked bird cages
to symbolize virginity and
the oppression of women as

kept beings.

In addition to being fea-
tured at a trunk show at Zia-
bird rec '

shirts were

lif,

Just last wwk
were accepted at TheArtful
Living Group, an‘agt center
that also has a rem shop in
Carolina Beach,

“It’s really (.Od]\,ﬁ‘.l mesh
your passion withbeing able
to make a living at»lt?' War-
ren said.
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